
Dear Friends and Supporters of Warm Kids Project,

For 30 years, Warm Kids Project has provided new winter clothing to children in Kalamazoo County  schools. 
Who has made that possible? You have! Do the coats and boots make a difference to children and their 
families? Absolutely! Please read these comments below from the people who distribute Warm Kids  
clothing directly to the children. They want you to know that your participation makes a difference.

“Warm Kids is such an important program at our school, 12th Street Elementary. We had 
one family in particular that had just recently experienced some financial hardships and 
weren’t even sure where to turn for help. When we asked the parents if we could help by 
providing a new winter coat and winter boots, the relief on their faces was evident. It made 
us, as a school community, feel good to know that we can help our families who seem 
overwhelmed by life’s circumstances! Thank you so much for what Warm Kids does to 
provide for those in need! Your work is appreciated!”

             -Melanie Sage, Administrative Assistant, 12th Street Elementary, Portage

“Many young kids love playing in the snow, but without the proper attire it keeps them from doing what is natural to 
them. They hate being cold and many cry. Kids love getting new coats especially when their zipper broke or it’s just too 
small. Getting a new coat and boots is a big deal!”  

-Traci Hall, Head Start teacher, KRESA

“We had a family living at the Gospel Mission this past winter.  The new coat and boots this student received were his 
most prized possessions!  It was such a great help and relief for his mother when he was given this opportunity.”      

-Evergreen Charter Academy

“New winter clothing has a huge effect on our school attendance throughout the cold months.  With the icy roads, school 
buses often run behind, which means children are often waiting much longer than usual!  Kids who aren’t dressed 
warmly often give up on the bus and retreat back home for warmth. Because kids often have no other transportation to 
school, they simply miss more days during the cold months. We often see kids who don’t enjoy the outdoors. One reason 
that could explain this is a lack of access to warm clothing through the winter months.  When kids have brand new, 
attractive winter gear, it not only keeps them warm but also gets them excited about going outdoors! Research shows that 
kids who get outside during the school day for fresh air and exercise have better behavior in the classroom and are more 
able to concentrate on academics.  Thanks for all you do!”        

-L.K. Kalamazoo Public Schools
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“I love to watch the kids’ faces light up when they try on their new coats and boots.  
Thank you so much for making this happen!”         
           -E.B. Schoolcraft Schools

“We serve a large population of families who qualify for the free and reduced lunch program 
and many that may not qualify, but struggle to make ends meet. Being able to provide even 20 
kids with new coats not only helps some of our families by taking away a financial burden, but 
also gives the students the opportunity to enjoy the wonderful Michigan winters in comfort.
    While we do have donors who provide used coats, Warm Kids new coats are particularly 
helpful and appreciated because we don’t have to worry about how to get items laundered or 
worry about a student possibly being exposed to something they are sensitive to- such as pets, 
smoke or other household toxins.  Another big benefit of new items is the possibility of 
transferring pests (head lice or bed bugs) from one household to the next is removed.
    Sometimes the coat provided by Warm Kids is the first and only “new” item a child gets to 
call their own and the joy this brings is priceless. I hope I can continue to work with Warm 
Kids Project to provide new winter clothing to our students.”   
                                       
      - Sheila Blackwell   Parent Liaison   North Elementary/ Comstock Schools

“After giving a student the clothing from Warm Kids, he responded,  “Now I can play outside like the other kids!” We had 
a child come to school with several layers of clothing on. He was dressed in a couple of shirts, a sweater and 2 hood-
ies.  We were able to give him a coat, boots, a hat and mittens. He was thrilled! (So was his mom!) Our school appreciates 
all you and your volunteers do for our children. You provide such an important basic need, thank you.”              
  
                         -Jody Sikkema, Site Coordinator: Communities In Schools; Kalamazoo Public Schools

             
Many families and children come to mind when I consider the positive effects that we have been able to witness as a 
child/family receives new winter clothing. One child received new winter boots, the first new pair he had ever received. He 
is the youngest of four and consequently, always received the handy-me-downs of his siblings. When the Warm Kids 
items arrived and this child’s teacher presented the boots to him, his face immediately lit up and he proceeded to take off 
his shoes and place his boots on. Throughout all of winter he was determined to never take his boots off ! Mom reported 
that he would even sleep with them on and she would have to take them off once he had fallen asleep, only to wake up in 
the morning with an upset child who demanded answers as to why his boots had been taken off. Mom reflected with a 
warm smile as she shared this experience with our staff. To see the attachment that was created between a boy and his 
boots was overwhelmingly endearing, but also important to know. This story, as well as many other stories, has allowed 
us to recognize just how important and crucial the Warm Kids Project is to our community, specifically to Head Start 
children. Thank you for your continuous efforts and support!             

                                                               -Laura Morcus, Kalamazoo County Head Start, KRESA

Warm Kids Project provides nearly 2000 coats and boots each year to local children in need. A new coat or boots may 
seem like a small thing, but to a child, it means, “someone cares about me!” That someone is you. Together we can 
keep warm smiles coming to children and their families. Your donation makes all the difference.

       Sincerely,

       Leslie Lami-Reed
       President 
       269-569-0574


